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The word “eapital” in a partnership has
been interpreted to mean the amount put
in by the members of the partnership with-
out regard for what the total assets may be,

Mr. LAMBERT: It may be that two
persons have drawn up a deed of pariner-
ship whereby the snrviving partner may
take over the assets of the partnership at
the last valuation that was made. This may
lead to the State not getting the full amount
of probate duty.

The Minister for Justice: That would net
affect the payment of probate duty.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the Minister says
this is already provided for, I have nothing
further to say.

Mr. Sampson: The hon. member is alto-
gether away from the subject, in any case.

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

the clause,

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. MeCallum—South Fremantle) [6.5]: I
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, the 15th September.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.6 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTICN—LICENSING ACT.
Enforcement on Goldfields.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, Has his attention heen drawn to
a paragraph appearing in the “West Aus-
tralian” of 21st August, 1934, which reads
as follows:—"“Charges withdrawn—Alleged
Ticensing Breaches—Kalgoorlie. August 20.
—Brought hefore the court on June 22, and
twice adjourned for a month, 15 charges of
breaches of the Licensing Aet were finally
withdrawn this morning in the Kalgoorlie
Police Court, before Mr. E. McGinn, RM.
Sergeant Clements stated that he had been
instructed to withdraw charges against
Thomas Percy, Leslie Bennett, and James
Riley, respectively proprietors of the Fed-
eral, Inland City, and Commercial Hotels,
Kalgoorlie, of trading during prohibited
hours, and charges against 12 men of being
on these premises during prohibited hours”?
2, Will he inform the House whether the
statement, of the sergeant, as quoted, is cor-
rect? 3, If so, by whose authority was such
instruction given? 4, What were the reasons
for the withdrawal? 5, Is it the intention
of the Minister in charge of Police affairs
to see that the Licensing Act is enforced on
the goldfields?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Yes. 3, The Acting Commissioner
of Police. 4, In arriving at the docision,
the whole of the circumstances were taken
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into consideration. 5, The Licensing Act
has been, and is, reasonably administered on
the goldfields.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon J. M.
Drew--Central) [4.38]: With vonr permis-
sion, Mr, President, T desire to make n state-
ment in order to give some information
which was sought by hon. members during
the debates on the Sapply Bill and the
Address-in-reply. Mr. Seddon raised a num-
ber of points when discussing the Supply
Bill, and the Treasury has now furnished
me with information in respect of the hon.
member’s questions.

The Supply granted will provide funds
for the continuance of Loan works for about
three months. Meantime the Loan Estimates
are in course of preparation, and members
later will have the opportunity of fnlly
discussing the proposals for the year when
the Loan Bill and the Appropriation Biil
are before the House.

Total Loan Allocation—For the informa-
tion of members, it is estimated that the pre-
sent supply of £600,000 for Loan works will
be expended under the following heads:—

£

Departmental, Administration, ete. 20,000
Railways and Tramways .. 125,000
Harhours and Rivers 50,000
Water Saupply and Sewerage 220,000
Devclopment of Goldfields 20,000
Development of Agriculiure .. 100,000
Roads and Bridges, Buildings, ete. 65,000

£600,000

Departmental Services—The provision for
departmental services and administration
covers the salaries and incidental charges of
officers employed on Loan works.

Railways and Tramways—Under the
heading of Railways and Tramways, the
expenditure will be incurred principally in
deviation work. regrading, ballasting, renew-
ing sleepers, and belated repairs. There are
no new lines at presenf under construction.
Maintenance work which was deferred dur-
ing the first three years of the depression
could be delayed no longer, and last year a
comprehensive programme was commenced.
The programme will take possibly three years
to complete, and will cost approximately
£500,000. It is recognised that this expendi-
ture is really a eharge to Revenue, but it
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wonld be totally unfair to burden current
working expenses with an expense that has
acenmutlated over a number of vear<. There-
fore the cost is being met from Loan in the
first instanee, but annual appropriations
will be made from Revenue to recoup Loan,
and £70,M0 was recovered in this way in
the 1933-34 vear. A further appropriation
will be made in the Revenue FEstimates for
1934-35. Deviation and regrading works of
course do not increase collections, but
through savings effected in running costs
they are directly reproductive. Relaying
work and a deviation and bridge near Eradua
were commenced in the latter part of the
last finanecial year. This is being continued,
and when completed it will save heavy ex-
penditure in haulage, and enable greatly-
increased loads to be carried. The estimated
return on the capital outlay is nearly 4 per
cent. Another regrading job in progress is
at Meenaar, on the Eastern Goldfields line.
The estimated cost is £22,000, and the re-
turn 3 per cent. A third work has been
started recently on the Dumbleyung-Kukerin
line at an estimated cost of £11,000. The re-
turn in this instance will be over 33 per cent.
These are all very necessary works, which
will make for increased efficiency in the rail-
way service and at the same time just about
meet their cost.

Harbours and Rivers—In the Harbours
and Rivers section, the amount made avail-
able will be expended in the eontinuation of
works whiech have been in hand for some
time. These include the reconstrnction of
the North Wharf at Fremantle, the exten-
sion of Geraldton harbour facilities, the fur-
ther extension of the Bunbury breakwater,
and construction of a groyne to preveni the
continual silting of the harhour: further
work on the construction of the Esperance
Jetty, and reclamation work in the Swan
River at the Causeway. In addition io these
works, a start has been made on the recon-
struetion of the portion of Beadon jetty de-
siroyed in the disastrous ecyclone of last
year.

TWater Supply and Sewerage.—The heavi-
est expenditure is anticipated under the head
of Water Supply and Sewerage. This see-
tion embraces water supply, sewerage, and
drainage in the metropolitan area; gold-
fields water supply; country towns supplies;
drainage, irrigation, and water supplies in
eountry arcas generally. The water supply
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position in the metropolitan area has caused
great concern for many years. The Can-
ning dam, in eourse of construetion, is the
first suhstantial step towards relief from the
annual water shortage. Good progress has
been made, and it is confidently expected
that a limited supply from this source will
be available in the summer of 1935-36. Addi-
tional storage rveservoirs have been author-
iged, and work at the Buckland Hill site is
in hand.

In the sewerage and drainage section, the
prineipal works now in hand are the Clave-
mont-Coltesloe sewerage scheme and May-
lands-Inglewood drainage. A comprehensive
scheme for the sewerage of thickly populated
areas on the south side of the river is in
course, and it is hoped to make a start on
this work in the very near future. Under
Goldfields Water Supply the recondifioning
of the 30-inch main will be continued. The
work so far completed has eonsiderably les-
sened the losses through leakage. Some bad
sections still remain to be done, but it is now
possible to advance the work in a manner
that will avoid wasteful expenditure in re-
moving men and plant over long distanees.
In the agricultural areas further progress
will be made towards eompletion of drain-
age works in the Wagerup and Waroona
areas. This forms part of the ecomprehen-
give scheme of drainage and irrigation in
the South-West, which have been in hand
for some years. The Collie River irrigation
scheme is practieally completed. Cement lin-
ing of certain sections of the ehannels is
being carried out. The whole of the area
to be served by the scheme can now bhe
efficiently watered, but mueh remains to be
done to the land itself hefore the full hene-
fit= of the water available can be obtained.
The quantity of water conscrved by the dam
is 73 thousand million gallons; 1% times as
mueh as Mundaring. The dam has heen over-
flowing since early in July. Provision has
heen made to incrense the conservation to
8,800,000,000 gallons whenever the require-
ments of the distriet necessitate an inereased
supply. The new domestic scheme to serve
Collie is in progress, and will be completed
by the end of the financial vear. The scheme
then will be handed over to the municipality.

Development of Mining—The revival in
the goldmining industry is the most pleas-
ing development of recent years. The State
would he lacking in appreciation of the hene-
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fit derived from the renewed activity if
reasonnble encouragement were nnt given to
its advaneement. The prospecting schenie
innugurated last year is being continued.
About 2,500 men have been assisted; many
are on payable gold, and many others have
obtained constant employment in the
industry. The value of the wgold pro-
duced by the assisted prospectors is
greater than the amount spent by the State
under the scheme. There ¢an bhe no
doubt that the assistunez provided has beon
of material aid fo recent development and,
what is of greater national nnportance, it
has renewed the confidence of a large body
of men who were showing grave signs ol a
broken morale,

Development of .Agriculture—The Lead.
ing of “Development of Agriculture” in-
cludes land settlement, forestry, and abust-
toirs.

Land Settlemen!i.—XNo new land settle-
ment schemes have been started under the
present administration. 1t has been neces-
sary to continue the Nornalup, Napier, and
Nannup schemes, inangurated by the pre-
vipus Government, to ensure that the capital
invested in them would not be lost. These
scheines are now heing developed along lines
evolved from the expevience rained through
the administration of group settlement. As
a conseruence, there is every reason to hope
for their ultimate suceess, both finaneially
and by the establishment of permanent com-
munities. Other land settlement works are
the reconditioning of backward holdings in
zroup areas, and land clearing at West Mt.
Barker. There are also ‘‘legacies,” the works
heing put in hand for the ahsorption of un-
enmployed single men. Mneh useful work has
been done, but the scope s not heing ex-
tended, and a gradual rveduction of the
number of men employed is being made.

Forestry-—Forestry work has provided an
exeellent opening for the advantageous em-
pleyment of a considerable number of other-
wise unemployed workers. The amount
spent in wages represents about 90 per cent.
of the total expenditure. Regeneration of
our indigenous forests, mostly jarrah, was
neglected for many years, but during the last
six years approximately 200,000 acres have
been regenerated by bpatural means, and
brought under fire-control measures. The
area treated last year was 28,500 aecres.
The work is being continued, not only in
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Jarrah, but also in karri and mallet forests.
As a result, the regeneration in our forests
is now keeping pace with the timber eut.
The planting of softwoods is being con-
tinued, and in eight years a tofal of §.250
acres of pines has been established. Last
year 1,486 acres were planted—a record.

Abattoirs—The extension of the Midland
Junction abattoirs is a work that could be
no longer delayed. The capacity will be
practically doubled, and it should then meet
the needs of the metropolis for some years
to come.

Roads and Bridges, Buildings, ete.—The
principal works Leing carried ont under the
alloeation for roads, are the Chidlows-York
road, and feeder voads in the Yarramony
area. The last-named were put in hand to
provide vond aceess in liem of a much
greater cost in the provision of a railway.

Buildings.-—~Building works include the
completion of the new female block at the
Claremiont Hospital for Insang, and schools
and buildings generally throughout the
State. A new central school for girls has
been urged for a number of years. The pre-
sent building is totally inadequate to meet
the needs of the increased enrolment. It
i1s proposd to commence building at a new
site.

Conclusion.—This necessarily brief smr-
vey covers the scope of onr Loan expendi-
ture. It is not suggested that the whole of
the money is being spent in works that will
immediately provide interest and sinking
fund on the capital outlay. Some portion
of the expenditure will never earn anything
at all—for instance, buildings—but the
works have been selected with a due regard
to the development of the S{ate and the
needs of the times. The Government would
be failing in their duty if they did not take
care of the well-being of the citizens of the
State during these troublous times. Re-
sponsibility does not end with the provision
of food to the wnemployed; if it did, then
some Loan expenditure might be saved, and
the public debt inereased by the cost of
sustenance only. But the result of such a
eourse must be the demoralisation of a large
number of worthy people. Until the time
when normal eonditions return, expenditure
on works of a national character is more
than justified; it is essential to the welfare
of the State. As men again become ab-
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zarbed in industry, so will our expendifure
on national works decrease, and our borrow-
ings for works become confined to those of
a reproduetive nature.

Mr. Seddon in the course of his speech
on the Address-in-reply, referred to cer-
tain aspects of Technieal School training.
I submitted the hon. member’s remarks
to the Minister for Edunecation, and T am
sure Mr, Sedden will be pleased with the
following information:—

In the first place a circular is sent to the
parents of boys ns soon as thev have passed
through the sixth class—the end of the
primary scheol course—nnd in it parents
are strongly advised to consult the head
teacher under whose charge the boy has
heen, as this teacher is likely to have a
good idea of the lad’s capabilities. The
cireular then sefs out the further oppor-
tunities for study that are open, and re-
quests parents, if they do decide on a
further course of training, to make every
effort to enable the lad to complete it.
Mr. Seddon is under the impression that
Technical School students are not given
opportunity to study the subjeets necessary
to enable them to pass the Junior public
examination. The eircular forwarded to
the parents advises them exactly of the
conditions for post-primary eduecation. A
lad who takes a Technical School course
after completing the primary school stand-
ard is fitting himself for the industrial
world definitely. This is quite elearly set
out in the cireular. If he wants an office
job he should not enrol in the conrse, which
specialises more on the technical side. How-
ever, that does not debar him from taking
his Junior certifieate or Leaving certificate
when he goes on to the Perth Technical
College. Full day courses and part-time
evening courses are available there for
every student who wishes to 2o on to the
ordinary Junior. At the Fastern Gold-
fields Technieal School at Boulder, students
are provided with a full day course for
the Commercial Junior certificate; so that
it is possible in the whole of the metro-
politan area for a hov to get his Junior,
and also in the Boulder-Kalgoorlie area. Tt
is well known that children in the corres-
pondence classes and in all our schools have
an opportunity to qualify for the Junior
if their parents so desire, and if they have
the necessary ability.
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Mr. Hall during the course of the debate
on the Address-in-reply, referred to delay
on the part of the Agricultural Bank in
making paymenis of wheat bounties. He
gave me particulars of specific cases, and
I submitted them to the Minister for Lands
for investigation. The Minister informs
me that it has been particularly difficnlt
to administer the Wheat Growers’ Relief
Act in the Geraldton district, as a large
proportion of the properties on which the
bounty was claimed were mortgaged to out-
side institutions and individuals, not to the
Agricultural Bank. The result was that
great delay was caused through having to
obtain from those institutions and persons
certificates establishing the title of the ap-
plicant. Another cause of delay was the
fact that a large number of the applications
were incorrectly certified to by the institu-
tions concerned, and consequently the Ger-
aldion office was forced to withhold pay-
ment pending the receipt of the amended
certificates. Furthermore, certificates had
to be obtained from the Commissioner of
Taxation, and Section 11 of the Act caused
much trouble and delay. The Geraldton
office handled applications from 318 Agri-
cultural Bank settlers, and 1049 outside
gettlers, making a total of 1,567 applica-
tions covering an area of 542,731 acres. I
am pleased to be able to inform Mr. Hall
that the cases quoted by him have all been
attended to now, and payments have been
made in all except one case, which was held
up pending the receipt of a certificate from
the Deputy Commissioner of Taxation.

I referred Mr. Angelo’s suggestion to
establish an experimental farm at Carnar-
von to the Minister for the North-West,
who informs me that the Director of Agri-
culture has recently been making personal
inquiries as to the best and most economical
means of instituting research work in
connection with the growth of bananas, pine-
apples, and pastures.

Mr. Miles voiced a compiaint of late issue
of income tax assessments, The State Com-
missioner for Taxation informs me that it
has not been possible, since the inception of
the Taxation Department in 1808, to issue
the whole of the State income tax or land
tax agsessments within eack finageial year,
namely, before the 30th June, for the fol-
lowing reasons:—

(a) The .annual returns ace not due until
the 3lst July and 31st August respectively,
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and many thousands of taxpayers are granted
exemptions eof time beyond those dates and
up to 31st December for furnishing their
taxation returus.

() No assessment can issue until the
annual ®ate Acts, Federal and State, are
passed by Parliament, which generally oceurs
during the month of Deceember. In  some
cases the Rate Act has not been passed until
January of the next year,

(¢} Tt takes the present staff about 12
months to receive, file and assess the annual
returns. Therefore, a considerable number of
returns have remained unassessed at the close
of each finaneial year.

Every taxpayer is required by law to pay
his ineome tax by instalments and in ad-
vance, and not wait until he receives his
notice of assessment. By so doing he is
allowed the amount of his State tax paid
as a deduetion in his Federal income tax
assessment, If be fails to comply with the
provisions of the law, he has only himself
to blame, not the department, for not get-
ting the benefit of the deduction in his
Federal income tax assessment,

Mr. Craig severely eriticised the statement
that 1s. per Ib, for butter fat could he con-
sidered profitable. I submitted his remarks
to the Minister for Agriculture, who has
now supplied me with the following com-
ments on this matter:—

The average vield of milk per cow was
stated by Mr. Craig to be 342 gallons. This
is equivalent to 136 lbs. of butter fat per
lactation period, and is the average for the
whole of the State and includes all cows
which have been in milk for three months
or more, In dealing with the dairying in-
dustry, only those farmers who derive their
living from dairy farming should be con-
sidered; as where cows are milked as a side
line for only a short period of the year.
such farmers obviously are not true dairy
farmers. Investigations over a period of
three years on approximately 200 farms in
the South-West, and also the grade herd
recording yields for the year ended 30th
April, 1934, when over 4000 cows werc
tested in the South-West, show that the
avorage yield is at least 180 lbs, of butter fat,
and in some distriets, such as Dardanup and
Donnybrook, the yield approaches 200 lhs.
per cow, In districts where yields are low,
it was reported by herd recorders that such
low yields were due, not so much to low
quality cows, as to improper methods of
feeding, and no provision for summer fod-
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der. It is estimated that the cost of feeding
a cow, including the growth of summer
fodder, the produetion of hay, fertiliser,
ete, is approximately £5 10s. per annum,
and that where a farmer owns a herd of at
least 20 cows averaging 200 lbs. butter fat,
dairy farming at 1s. per ib. for butter fat
is profitable and the profit increases as the
average production of herds increases.
Several herds in the grade herd recording
scheme average over 300 lbs, of butter fat
per cow. loney spent in developing grade
herd recording is one means by which dairy
farming can be pui on a profitable hasis,
as indieated by the results in only eight
units during the past year. For this pur-
pose the State is only asked to subseribe
approsimately one-third of the total cost,
the remaining two-thirds being borne by the
rural credits branch of the Commonwealth
Bank and the farmer himself. The whole
profitableness of dairy farming depends on
increasing production per cow by ample
and proper feeding, and by elimination of
low producing cows., Both these objects are
obtained by grade herd recording.

The Minister for Agriculture stresses the
value of. grade herd testing and states that
the Govermuent recognise the value of this
testing, and because of that an increasing
amount has been granted each year since
this Govermment took office; for instanee,
the expenditurve last year was £1,253, and
for this year £2,000 has been provided.

PERSQONAL EXPLANATION,

Hon, ¢, 117, Miles and Main Koad Coenstrue-
tion [unds.

HON, ¢. W. MILES (North) [450]: 1
wish to refer tv an error in “IHansard” of the
present session, page 3539, The Chiet Secre-
tary, speaking to the Address-in-repdy, said
that Mr. MeCallun at the Premiers’ Confer-
ence of 1927 succeeded in introducing the
gystem ol di~tribution of money for main
ronrl construction on a ha-is of aven und
population combined. In “Hansard™ at that
point 1 am reported as interjecting that M.
Bruee put that up, and Mr. McCallum op-
posed it.  Actoally, my interjection was that
Mr. Brues put that up and Mr. McCallum
supported it.
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MOTION-—STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION ACT.

To Disallow Regulation.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debhate from the 4th September on
the following motion moved by Hon, A.
Thomsen— :

That Regulation No. 48, made under the
State Transport Co-ordination Aet, 1533, as
published in the ‘‘Government Gazette’’ on
16th March, 1934, and laid on the Table of
the House on 7th August, 1934, be and is
hereby disallowed.

TEE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W, H. Kitson—West! [452]: I move—

That the debate be adjourned till the next
sitting.

Houn, A. THOMSON: Might [ ask when
are we to reach finality on this quesxtion?

Motion put and passed,

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 6th September.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [4.53):
May 1, hefare referving to the Bill, express
iy appreciation of the very interesting in-
formation made available to the House by
the Chiet Secretary just now. Such in-
foration as this will be of material advant-
are in enlightening the Huuse as to the pro-
giamne of the Gfovernment in respect to the
expenditwre of loan money. The Bill before
us continues the provision that certain funds
reserved under the Forests Aet for sandal-
wood reforestation ave to he taken into Con-
solidated Revenme. lun this House we have
repeatedly stressed the necessity for refain-
ing, tor reforestation purposes, money raised
fiom the forvests. The vervy programme of
the Government indivate~ that there is a con-
siderable amount of work vet to he done he-
fore we shall have vestored our forests to the
position they should ocenpy as part of the
vconomy of the State. Un the other hand,
we arve faced with the fact that the finaneial
emergency Acts are still in existence, and so
I do not think we would be justified in infer-
fering with the appropriation of this money
as general revenue, until we can see some
rhance of the financial emergency legislation
heing either repealed or dropped. So I do
not intend to oppo-e the Bill, but I think the
House should maintain a vigilani atiitude
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towards future measures of this class. For
it is necessary that the purposes of tie
Forests Act should he maintained, and ve-
search work assisted by the provision of
adequate funds. This particularly applies
to botanical research amongst the goldfields
plants. T do not intend to go over the ground
which has heen repeatedly traversed in the
House, except to say that this work has not
been anvthing like seriously approached. It
would offer a fruitful ficld for the talents of
the voung men at the University, and in
addition would be very useful in advancing
the progress of the State. This question of
the utilisation of funds under the Forests
Act is one of those which could well be in-
cluded with other questions to be referred
to a standing committee, which wonld go into
the whole question of correet procedure in
the handling of funds for varions Govern-
ment activities. As I say, I do not intend
to oppose the Bill, but the House should im-
press on the Government the fact that they
intend to see to it at the first opportunity
that forestry revenue shall be conserved to
forestry purposes. That will be when we
have reasonably recovered ocur normal finan-
cial position.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [4.37]:
This Bill is brought up vear after year. I
have opposed it each vear and T will oppose
thiz one, for I think the money should go
towards reforestation. The existing system
assists the Treasurer to show a defieit
smaller to the extent of the funds trans-
ferrved; and then the Government turn round
and borrow money for reforestation pur-
poses. It is unsound finance to take this
money into revenue and then horrow money
for reforestation. The whole of this money
should go into the reforestation fund, and
the sooner that iz done the better will it be
for the country. We shall not then be throw-
ing dust in the eves of the taxpayers. [
will oppose the second reading.

On motion hy Hon. W. J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

BILL-MORTGAGEES' RIGHTS RE-
STRICTION ACT CONTINUANCE.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the Gth September.
HON., W. J. MANN (South-West)

[4.58]: While I am not prepared to oppose
the second reading. I think the time has
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arrived when some scrutiny of the operations
of this Bill is due. 'We shonld hasten slowly
in re-enacting some of the financial emerg-
ency legislation, because conditions have
altered since we passed the original Aects,
and we could justifiably ask to be supplied
with some evidence as to how far the neces-
sity exists for a continuance. I think there
might well be some paring down of the pro-
visions of some of the emergency legisla-
tion, particularly in respect of the existing
conditions between mortgagors and mort-
gagees. In some instances serious hardship
has undoubtedly been inflicted upon people
brought within the four corners of the Aet
and it would not be right for us to allow
those disabilities to continue. The real issue
is how far the position to-day approximates
that of three years ago or how far along the
path of financial rehabilitation we have pro-
gressed. ‘We can fairly ask how far we have
returned to the conditions that existed pre-
vious to what is usually termed the depres-
sion, though perhaps it might betfer be de-
fined as the economic breakdown. I suppose
most members would agree that there has
been some improvement, though we may dis-
agree as to the extent of the improvement
that has cceurred., If we listened to some
opinions expressed in the metropolis, we
would be inclined to think that substantial
progress had been made towards returning
to normal conditions. There might be some
justification for thal view, but speaking gen-
erally I cannot agree that any great improve-
ment has been made. I admit there has been
some improvement and it is pleasing to be
able to recognise that fact. Regarding the
position from the standpoint of the rural
residents, however, we find a difference. The
position in the metropolitan area reacts much
quicker than does that in the country. The
indusirialists in the metropolitan area and
those associated with them are in a much
more siable position than are country
workers. Industrial workers are protected
hy arbitration awards and their present posi-
tion is reasonably satisfactory. The raral
community, on the other hand, are in a seri-
ous position by reason of the low prices rul-
ing for primary products, as well as other
difficulties, so that viewing the question
broadly, we cannot say that from a State
point of view there has been any great ad-
vance. When dealing with legislation of this
kind we shounld endeavour to take a com-
prehensive view and determine how far re-
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enactments are necessary and whether, if
they are necessary, they should be continued
in their present form or whether there
should be some easement.

Hon. J. Cornell: I think it would be pre-
ferahle to reduce the rate of interest all
round.

Hon. W, J. MANX: There might be good
reason for an casement. [f the matier
were carefully investigated, evidence might
be adduced to support thal view. I agree
with Mr. Holmes that it would be advisable
to take the several small Bills dealing with
financial emergency legislation to the third
reading slage only and allow them to re-
main on the Notice Paper until the Finan-
cial Emergency Bill has been considered.
Then we shall know where we stand and
how far any suggestions for alteration or
amendment might be carried. At present
I am not prepared to oppose the Bill.

On motion by Hon. H. V. Piesse, debate
adjonrned.

BILL—REDUCTION OF RENTS ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Second Reuding.
Debate resumed from the 6th September.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.6]: This Bill comes within the cate-
gory referred to by Mr. Mann. It is ene of
of those measures which, since the incep-
tion of such legislation, has been intro-
duced ench vear fur renewal. T think it
will be agreed that the circumstances re-
sponsible for the introduction of the mea-
sure in 1931 do nat now exist to the =ame
degree as they did then. Under the Act
no one. may charge a rent greater than
that charged w1 the passine of the Aect,
less 2214 per cent.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is, under = lease.

Hon. J. NICTIOLSON :  Yes,

The Honorary Minister: Under a lense
in existence at that time.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: In Perth and in
towns in the country and on the goldfields,
a curious and anomalous position has been
created. In 1931 the conditions were
vastly different from those now prevailing.
A great revival has oceurred in the gold
mining districts, and where property is
held under a lease on the goldfields in force
at the passing of the principal Act lessees
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are heing clharzed a reduced rental, whereas
other property adjoining, which did not
happen to be under leaze in 1951, but has
since been leased, is nmow the subject of a
much higher vental. This has created an
anomaly that is unfair to landlerds. Tt
throws a burden on one particular seetion
and grants a benefit which, I think every
member will agree. is not jnstified. The
prosperous conditions thai have followed
gold mining activity have reacted on Perth
and other centres to a considerable degree.
One has only to note the activity apparent
in varions business premises in Perth, and
it seems that the time has arrived to re-
view legislation of this kind. Jf we intend
to encourage people to go ahead with buiid-
ing and other operations, and if we desire
the State to progress, we must not permit
one section of the community to be penal-
ised while another section benefits.

The Honorary Minister: The Act pro-
vides that the landlord may ask permission
to eharge a different rent.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: The Act con-
tains such a proviston—it iz almost identi-
cal with the provision in the Mortgagees’
Rights Restrietion Aet—but it places on
the landlord the obligation of applying
to the court for leave to charge a higher
rent.

Hon. J. Cornell: How ean it apply where
the rent has been reduced?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: 1 cannot grasp
the effeet of the hon. member’s interjection.

Hon. J. Cornell: T mean, where the rent
was reduced by the law.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN : What the Honor-
ary Minister referred to was a new lease
in respeet of premises which, at the time
of the passing of the Aet, were not under
lease and subject to a reduction.

The Honorary Minister: No,

Hon. J, NICHOLSOX: Section 3 of the
Aet reads—

(1) An application for an order hereanler
mav he made in the preserihed manner and,
after notice given fo the lessee, as provided
in the regulations, and on the hearing of the
application, each party shall be entitled to be
represented by any =olicitor or agent selected
by him, and the Conunissioner may either dis-
miss the application or (if special ecirenm-
stanees are proved to his satisfaction by the
lessor; make an order permitting the lessor
to charge rent at sneh higher rate [hnot ex-
ceeding that provided for in the lease) as the
Commigsioner shall declare to be just and



486

reasonable, laving regard to the eirenm-
stances and to the economic and finaneisl con-
ditions prevailing in the State.

Hon. J. Cornell: Many of the goldfields
leases have appreciated 100 per cent.

Hon. J. NICHQOLSON: Where premises
were leased at the passing of the Act and
it is proposed to enter inte a new lease, it
is very difficult to get an order to charge
a higher rent than that in force at the
time of the passing of the Act.

“The Honorary Minister: Have you any
particular case to verify that statement?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have dealt with
several applieations and I know the diffi-
culties that exist. I believe Mr. Parker
shares my view regarding the difficulty of
obtaining orders in such ecircumstances.
It places a great burden on landlords. The
time has come to review all this emergeney
legislation. If cireumstances were the same
as they were, we would be justified in sup-
potting this mneasure and allowing it to pass.
The position of the small man is illustrated
clfectively by a letter which appeared in the
“West Australian’ of the 25th August last,
It expresses the views of small householders,
who are as much entitled to be considered
as are other people. The letter reads—

I sce that the Government wish to continue
that gaite nnnecessary aml uscless interfer-
enee with people’s business, the Reduetion of
Renta Bill. 1t is a great injustice to many
small property owners, forcing them to let
their places, in some cases, at & lesser rate
than when they were erected 30 to 40 years
ago. Ii is only robbing one for the benefit of
another. In many ecases, the rent of two or
three small places is all some of us have teo
live on, and when the income from rents is
small, the compulsery reduction in some cases
reduces an owner’'s income te the amount of
the old-age pension. The unfortanate owner
cannot get any pension, as his property, that
used to return him £3 per week is now only
returning him £2; and what benefit is 108, or
15s. per week to the lessee nf a shop who is
doing any business worth the name? A mere
nothing, compared with the injury to the
lessor, whose sole income is two or three small
rents. I think it is eroel and unjust to
penalise the best class of citizen who has
devoted his life to building up our eity and
suburbs. 1 do not think there are many, if
any, shopkeepers who have a long lease of the
premises they oecupy and have agreed to pay
a fixed rental for o certain time, who have got
possession on anything but fair and equitable
termag, and it is a2 had and urjnst principle for
the tenant to be given pewer to reduee his or
her rent and still retain the lease. Tf the
property leased is large nnd earrving £20 to
£40 per woek reutnl, the 2214 per cent. refdac-
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tion would not hurt the man who owns such
property; but when the rental is only 20s. to
40s. per week, it is a very different matter.
I think it would be far more humane and just
if the Government must continue that reguia-
tion, if they set a maximum of, say, 30s. or
£2 per week for cach place, before the law
for any reduction shall operate; wlso where
the decrease does operate the owner should
have the option to cancel the lease if the
tenant insists on the reduction.

There is food for thought in that letter,
It strengthens the view that is held that the
whole position should be reconsidered.
When a Bill like this was before us on a
previous oceasion, strong yemarks were
made about the character of some of these
measures, because they had the effect of
destroying the efforts of the thrifty. That
is a class of people who should be en-
couraged if we are to succced and prosper.
Instead of the thrifty being assisted as they
should be, their efforts are being nullified
by legislation such as this. The greater the
prosperity, the greater the amount of
work there is in our community, and the
greater is the circulation of money. Section
8 of the original Act provides that it shall
not apply fo the Crown. Here we have au-
other anomaly., Where the Crown leases
premises, they are free to charge any rent
they choose hecnuse of this section. [ le-
lieve that tenants of the City Markets have
never had their rent reduced by the 2254
per cent. that was demanded and required
of private landlords. It seems that a small
reduction has been made in some enses,
probably 5 per cent. or 10 per cent.

Hon. J. M, Maefarlane: What rteason is
given for the non-reduetion in rent?

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: T have been told
that the 2214 per cent. reduction has not
been given to the tenants.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Could not they
have claimed it?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: Not under the
Act, hecanse it does not bind the Crown.

Hon, J. M. Macfarlane: But the markets
are controlled hy a seperate hody.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: I bhave referred
to the anomaly on the goldfields where there
are such signs of activity and prosperity.
but where injustice is meted out to certain
sections of the community because of the
provisions of this Act. It is all very well to
say that u man may apply to thie court, but
the difficulties surrounding sueh applications
are very numerous and preveni people from
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making the headway desired. The time hax
arrived when a change i8 vecessary. If the
Government are not to be bound by this
legislation, why should the private indi-
vidual be bound? Private owners should
enjoy the same respites as the Crown enjoys.
In the circumstances, I feel constrained to
vote against the second reading. If the
Government came forward with a Bill which
gradually reduced the 224 per cent,, there
would be something sound and reasonable in
it, but no such proposition has been brought
before us. On the other hand, they say they
desire to go on with the 2215 per cent. re-
duction, If they said they would cut this
down by 10 per cent. in the first year, then
5 per cent. in the next year, and wipe it
out altogether in ibe following year, there
would be something sound in their legisla-
tion. They eertainly should make provision
to overcome the anomalies that exist on the
goldfields. I shall reserve to myself the
Tight to vote against the second reading.

HON. J. CORNELL (South} [5.25]: As
the Bill applies to the goldfields, it ought to
be wiped off the slate. All that it does is to
create extreme hardships in the case of a
number of goldfields people. If any good
object could be achieved, I would feel in-
clined to move to refer the Bill to a select
committee so that an inquiry might be held
into the exorbitant rents charged in Kal-
goorlie and Boulder. There are very few
of the existing business leases on the eastern
goldfields to which the Act itself applies.

The Honorary Minister: Do you know to
how many such leases the Act did apply?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I know some to which
it applied. The rents were reduced by 223
per cent. when, on the turnover of the busi-
ness, there should have been an increase of
50 per cent. People who have shops to let
on the eastern goldfields do not enter into a
tenancy lease, and are able to charge “mur-
derous” prices. The working man who takes
his wife and children to the goldfields has
to pay from 13s. te 20s. a week for perhaps
only two yooms and a kitehen.

The Honorary Minister: How iz that case
affected by the Bili?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am speakinz gen-
erallv. The linancial emergency legislation
in respect 1o housing, rents and mortgages
does not apply to the eastern zoliliields, ex-
eept that it creates bardship upon people
who held lea-es when the Bill was passed.
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Otberwise, the Aet does nof apply there.
Rents are being charged for shops that are
out of all proportion to the returns, because
of the shortage of such accommeodation. 1If
I did my duty by the eastern goldfields, 1
would move an amendment to provide that
the Act should not apply there in any way.’

The Honorary Minister: Why not extend
the Bill to those cases?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I shounld like to bring
to hook some of the cormoranis up there.
This legislation has worked Lardship in Kal-
goorlie and Boulder. In other gold mining
towns there was very little left in the way
of houses or shops to let or sell. I would
point to a good illustration of the apprecia-
tion in the value of business premises in the
case of the hotel at Norseman. It is a gal-
vanised iron building and was sold for
£9,000, but the purchaser is now asking
£15,000 for it. Very few business premises
were left at Norseman. In the case of
Widgicmooltha, the late Mr. James Doyle
sold out his hotel for £3,000, and the man
who bought it, without effecting any improve-
ments to if, sold it again for hetween £6,000
and £7,000 to a shrewd, hard-headed business
man. That shows the futility of endeavour-
ing to apply this Act to the eastern goldfields.
The operation of the Aet should be contin-
ued, but inquiry should be made into some
of its features, so that existing anomalies
may be remedied. Where the community
1s an appreciative one, the Act is of ne¢ use
whatever; but in the case of other com-
munities relief should be given to tenants
where necessary.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomsen, debate
adjourned.

BILL—SUPREME COURT CRIMINAL
SITTINGS AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon J. M.
Prew—Central) [5.33] in moving the
second reading said: The objeet of this
Bill is to regulate the Criminal sittings of
the Supreme Court at Perth, so that such
sittings shall be held monthly, except in
Janunary. The existing Act provides for
mouthly sittings of the Criminal Couri ex-
cept in January and February, and ecoin-
cides with the present long vacation of the
Suprene Court which runs from the 23rd De-
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cember to the 23th of l'ebruary. The
long vacation is not tixed by statute, but
by a Governor’s order made under See-
tion 10 of the Supreme Court Aect, 1880.
Past experience has shown that the period
from the 23rd December to the 23th Febru-
‘ary is too long a period to keep prisoners
waiting for trial; moreover, it thas the
effect of accumulating Criminal Court busi-
ness and of overloading the Court in sub-
sequent months, with a consequent increase
in the expenditure of public money.
Furthermore, such delay is not warranted;
the administration of justice should be car-
ried out as quieckly as eireumstances will
permit; and, although the Supreme Court
vacation extends over a period of two
months, there is always a Judge in Cham-
bers available whose services could he util-
ised for the purpose of holding a eriminal
session in February.  British justice is
based on the theory that a person charged
with a erime must he considered innoeent
until he is actnally proved guilty. There-
fore, it is necessary that we should eon-
sider seriously the aspect of the strain
eaused by worry and anxiety that persons
charged with serions offences may have to
undergo during the period of waiting for
trial—offences of whiech they mav event-
nally be adjudged to be innocent—and we
should do our utmost te ensure that such
periods of stress are reduced to a minimum.
Under present conditions, if a person is
committed for trial in December, it is pos-
sible that his case would not be heard in
the Supreme Court until March of the fol-
lowing year; and if he were unable
to get someone to go bail for him, he
would remain in prison for the whole of
that period and possibly be found ‘‘not
guilty’’ at his trial, or alternatively, re-
ceive only a trivial sentence. During the
past vacation there was a case of a woman
being committed for trial for wilful
murder, and after having been kept in sus-
pense for some months being found not
guilty. Other instances of a similar nat-
ure. though not so serious, have ecceurred,
and are likely to arise in future. Vietoria,
Queensland, South Australia, and New Zea-
land al! condnct eriminal sessions in every
month except January. New South Wales
holds four eriminal sessions a vear and
circuit. The Commonwealth, of course,
does not hold criminal sessions. This Bill
with therefore achieve the ohject of bring-
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ing our criminal procedure into line with
that obtaining in the majority of the East-
ern States. It is highly desirable that ses-
sions should be held as frequently as pos-
sible, and His Honour the Chiet Justice con-
siders there will be no difliculty in areang-
ing the additional sittings. T move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. H. §, W. Parker,
debate adjounrned.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMEND-
MENT,.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Kitson—West) {5.40] in moving the
second veading said: Under Section § of the
Electoral Aet certain persons are disquali-
fied from heing envolled and. if by any
chance they are enrolled, from recording a
vote. The Bill seeks to amend that section
of the Act in order that certain persons who
at present are disqualified may receive the
benefit of our franchise. If refers to British
Indians, and also to Lebanese from the ter-
ritory comprised in the mandate of the
Lebanon., For many vears representations
have been made to successive Governments
of Western Australia by the Tndian Govern-
nent and also by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment on behalf of British Tndians in par-
ticular; but wp to the present no definite
action has been taken here. )

Hon. J. Nicholson: Was nof an amend-
ment to the effect of this Bill moved some
vears ago and adopted?

The HONORARY MIXNISTER: Not so
far as T am aware.

Hon. .J. Nichol=on: T have some recollec-
tion of it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The mat-
ter was the subjeet of considerable disens-
ston some few years ago, at a time when, as
lon. members will perhaps recollect, this
State had a visit from a distinguished Indian.
As the vesult, possibly, of that gentleman’s
vigit to Western Australia and other States
of the Commaonwealtls, certain concessions
have been made by the other States, and I
am advised that this is the only Australian
State which does noi extend to British
[ndians the right of the benefit of the fran-
chise.

Hon. J. Cornell: What about Cingalese?
Does this affect them?



{18 SEPTEMBER, 1934.]

The HONORARY MINISTER: Not un-
less they are classed as British Indians.

Hon. 4. Cornell: They are not British
Indians. They stand by themselves.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The Bill
definitely sets out that British Indians and
Lebanese shall be exempt from the existing
prohibition in the Electoral Aet. It is inter-
esting to note that so far back as 1921 the
Imperial Conference held that the differences
then obtaining between the various States of
the Commonwealth in regard to the
franchise for British Indians, should be
rectifed.  The latest figures available
show that there are in Western Australia
163 Brifish Indians. The number of Leban-
ese here 15 known to be very small, but the
exact figure is nol available. Tn view espe-
cially of Commonwealth immigration restrie-
tions, of which hon. members are aware, it
is considered bighly improbable thaf the
number of British Indians in Western Aus-
tralia will inerease. We all know that
Asiaties are entitled to be enrolled and to
vote for the Legislative Council, provided
they possess certain property gualifications.

Hon. J. Cornell: They will noi be when
this Bill i5 finished with, if I have my way.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If this
Bill is enacted, they will have the right to be
enrolled and fo vote for the Legislative
Assembly. The Bill seems to me one of
those measures to which we may very well
agree, especially as legislation of similar
effect exists in four other Australian States
and in the Commonwealth itself. The Com-
monwealth franchise has been extended to
British Indians, natives of Asia, Africa,
efc., to whom a certificate of naturalisation
bhas been issued under the law of the Com-
monwealfh or a State, if snch certificate is
still in force. Tn Vietoria, New South Wales
and South Australia the franchise has been
given to anyone who is a natural-born or
naturalised British subjeet, irrespective of
the original nationality. Queensland has ex-
tended the franchise to {a) British Indians
and (h) natives of Syria who are naturalised
under the law of the Commonwealth; other-
wise natives of Asia, Africa, and so forth
are stil disgualified from voting, even
though naturalised British subjects. I may
mention that if this Bill is agreed to, it will
necessitate a small amendment of the Con-
stitution Act in order to give full effect to
what is proposed. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
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On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, debate ad-
journed for one week.

BILL-TENANTS, PURCHASERS, AND
MORTGAGORS’ RELIET ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Kitson—West} [5.44] in moving the
second reading said: This is one of those
small measures which Parliament has been
re-enacting year after year in association
with financial emergency legislation. The
principal Act in this case would expire on
the 31st December of the current year, but
it has certain protective provisions which
would continue until the end of Mareh,
1935, if this Bill were not passed. We are
providing in this Bill that it shall be ex-
tended for a further perivd of 12 months,
that is, until December, 1935, and that the
protective provisions 1 have already re-
ferred ito shall be carried on until Marel,
1936. It is still considered necessary that
this measure should be retained on the stat-
ute-book, even though the applications re-
ceived during the last two or three years
have gradually diminished. I shonld like
to quote the number of applications that
have been received and the manner in which
they have been dealt with. The Aet has
been in existence since 1930. In 1931 there
were 912 applications; in 1932 the number
was 211;: in 1933 it had fallen to 121; and
for the expired eight months of the present
yvear the total is 37. FEighteen of the last
named applications have resulted in orders
being made under the Act; nine cases were
struck out, and three were withdrawn. Al-
though it is considergd necessary that we
should coantinne the Act for another year,
the figures prove conclusively that the time
is not far distant when there will be no
further need for this legisfation. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, debate
adjourned.

BILL—ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
PROPERTY ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

HON, G. FRASER (West1 [3.48] in
moving the second reading said: This is
a formal measure which setz out to amend
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the prineipal Act of 1912. To give mem-
bers an idea of what the Bill really pur-
ports to do, it may be as well for me to
read the seetion it is proposed to amend.

The Roman Catholiec Bishop of Perth may,
from timc to time, by an instrument in
writing under his hand and seal, appoint the
Viear (eneral of the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Perth, and a priest of the said diocese, or
either of them, his attorneys or attorney to
exercise all or nmy of the powers conferred
upon the said Bishop by Scction 4 of the prin-
cipal Act, during thc absencc of the said
Bishop from the State of Western Anstralia;
and it shall be lawful for such attornevs or
attorney so appointed, subject to the provi-
sions of Sections 6 and 7 of the principal Act,
in the name and on behalf of the said Bishop,
. to exercise sueh powers aceordingly, and to
execute and sign all documents and writings
required to give cffeet thereto.

Thkat means, in effect, that when the bishop
is out of the State, he can appeint an at-
torney. As the section stands now, the
bishop may be travelling within the State
and he has not the power of nominating an
attorney. The Bill provides that when the
bishop is within the State he will have the
power to appoint an attorney in the same
way that he now has the power to make
such an appointment before leaving the
State.  The original Aet was passed in
1911 angd it was amended a year later in
the form in which it now stands. At that
time the diocese was very small in eompari-
gon with what it is to-day. The present
Archbishop finds it necessary oceasionally
to leave Perth, and in many instances he is
further away from the capital than if he
were in Adelaide or Melbonrne; at any
rate, he might visit places more ineonveni-
ently situated than. either of those two
cities. There is another phase. The pre-
sent holder of the office may become ill,
and, as the Aet stands at the present time,
he has not the power to delegate hix
authority to an attorney. The Bill will
remedy that. T move—

That the Bill be now read o second time, -

Question put and passed.

Bill read 2 seeond time,

In Commitige, ete.
Bill passed through Commiitee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.
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BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (ilon.
W. H. Kitson—West) [5.54] in moving the
second reading said: This is the amendment
to the Constitution [ indicated would be
necessary & little while ago 1f the House
agreed to the amendment of the Electoral
Aect. In order to give full effect to the pro-
posal contained in that amending Bill, it will
be neeessary for this partieular section of
the Constitution to he amended, because it
provides that no aboriginal native of Asia
shall be registered as an elector except in
respect of freehold qualification. The Bill
proposes to exempt those persons from the
territory comprised in the mandate of the
Lebanon as well as British India from the
provisions of Seetion 15 of the Constitution
Act, 18949, The reasons were fully explained
when I introduced the other Bill. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon, J. Cornell, debate

adjowrned.

BILL—SOLDIER LAND SETTLEMENT.
Second Keading.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon J. M.
Drew—~Central) [5.56] in moving the second
reading said: The purpose of the Bill is lo
ratify an agreement to amend the original
ngreement relating to the settlement of sol-
diers. The amending agreement has already
been signed by the Prime Minister and all
the State Premniers, suhject, ol cowrse, to
Parliamentary ratification, The agreement
contains really only three main provisions.
They are—

1. The acknowledgment by the States that
the amounts owing to the Commonwealth
form part of the Public Debt, covered by
Commonwenlth Inscribed Stock and Consoli-
dnted Treasury Bonds, and carry interest at
4 per ceunt.

2. The acceptanee by the States of the
amounts of the reductions in indelitedness to
the Commonwealth, as recommended by Mr,
Justice Pike. Those reductions represent
Justice Pike's assessment of the share of the
losses on soldier scttlement advunces to be
undertaken by the Commonwealth.

3. An amendment of the Financial Agree-
ment to enable the Prime Minister or a State
Premier to be appointed representative of
the Commonwealth or a State on the Loan
Couneil.
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In regard to these three provisions, it is
necessary to point out that the amounts
originally advanced hy the Commonwealth
were repayable by December, 1950, and were
subjert to rates of interest varying from
£5 3s, per cent to £7 3s. per cent., according
to the loan out of which the Commonwealth
Government found the money. On the adop-
tion of the Financial Agreement, these ad-
vances formed part of the net public debt
of the State on which the Commonwealth
contributed part of the sinking fund for
their redemption.

When the internal loan indebtedness of the
Commonwealth and States was converted in
1931, the original Commonwealth loans, out
of which the soldier settlement advances had
heen made, lost their identity, and the Com-
monwealth reduced the interest rate on the
full amount of the unpaid advances to a
flat rate of 4 per cent. As this was the rate
fixed for the converted loans, and as the ad-
vances arc now part of the public debt of
the Sgate, subject to the Financizl Agree-
ment, the Commonwealth asked the States
to agree to transfer the indebtedness as ad-
vaneces, which, under the old Soldier Settle-
ment Agreement were vepayable in 1950, to
indebtedness as Australian consolidated in-
seribed stock and Awustralian consolidated
treasury bonds. The amounts so transferred
will be divided, as far as possible, equally
among the several dates of maturity speci-
fied in the Commonwealth Deht Conversion
Act, 1931.

I consider that this is a very reasonable
proposal and, subject to interest rates main-
taining their present low level for some time,
will prove an ultimate benefit to the States.
It is possible that loans at present earrying
interest at 4 per cent. will be converted on
maturity to a lower rate. In any event the
change is immaterial from the State’s view-
point, since the debt is covered by the sink-
ing fund under the eontrol of the National
Debt Commission.

In 1928, the Commonwealth Government
appointed Mr. Justice Pike as a2 Commis-
sioner, to make an investigation into the
losses sustained by the States as a result of
soldier settlement. JMr. Justice Pike visited
all the States, and in regard to our own, he
found that the losses sustained up to the
date of his inquiry, plus an estimate of
future losses, totalled £2,059368. The
amount claimed by this State was £2,742,802,
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but some of the items claimed, notably con-
cessions granted to settlers by way of redue-
tion in the value of Crown lands were dis
allowed, The basis of the Commissioner’s
recommendations was that the losses as
assessed by him should be shouldered equally
by the Commonwealth and the State, after
giving eredit to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for the concessions already made to the
States. In our case, these concessions made
by us amounted to £1,477,688, and as half
of the losses as assessed by the Commissioner
amounted to £1,029,684 we were not, in his
opinion, entitled to any further relief. It
is, of course, unfortunate, that the in-

quiry was made at a time of high
prices  for agricultural produets, and
of general prosperity, but that is =a
circwnstance which affected all States

alike. The investigation was quite impartial,
and we have no eause to complain that we
received differential treatment. There is no
doubt, however, that if the investigation had
heen made since 1930, the State estimate of
future losses would have been much higher
than it was in 1928, The ratification of this
agreement, which has been signed by the
Premiers of all the States, will not, how-
ever, preclude pressure being made on the

Commonwealth for further assistance,
should the neeessity arise,
Section 3 of Part 1 of the Financial

Agreement provides that the Prime Minister
and the State Premiers shall each appoint
a Minister to represent the Commonwealth
and each State on the Loan Council. A
doubt bas been expressed as to whether this
provision permits of the appointment of
the Prime Minister and the State Premiers
themselves, or whether the representatives
must be Ministers other than the Prime Min-
ister and the Premiers. Though, so far as
I know, the appointments have not been
questioned, the opportunity is now being
availed of to vemove any possible doubt.
While the appointments have not been ques-
tioned so far, legal aunthorities eonsider that
there is a doubt about the position. Should
the matter ever be raised, difficulty might be
experienced. The proposed amendment, em-
bodied in the schedule attached to the Bill,
provides that the representatives on the
Loan Council shall be the Prime Minister
and the State Premiers, or, in their absence,
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Ministers appointed by them, which is the
procedure hitherto adopted. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, Order
of the Day for the second reading of the
Industries Assistance Act Continuance Bill
was discharged from the Notice Paper.

House adjourned at 6.7 p.m.

Aeaislative Hesembly,

Tuesday, 15th September, 1934,
PaGE
Questions : Unemployment, land settlement . 402
South Perth ferries repnirs and boat-hire . 492
Bill: Adminlstration Act (Estate nnd Succession
Dutles} Amendment, report 492
Apricultural Bank Royal L,ommlsslon, atamlmg Orderc
suspension, considerution of report . 492

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT, LAND
SETTLEMENT.

Mr, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Employment: 1, With a view to assisting to
solve the unemployment question, will the
Government consider placing married men
with families on sunitable ahandoned blocks,
as is being done in Vietoria and New South
Wales? 2, Will the Minister have prepared
a list of married men, at present on susten-
ance and/or relief work, who are desirous
of settling on the land? 3, Will the Gov-
ernment consider placing these men on suit-
able blocks to elean up, repair fences, dig
out rabbits, etc., in anticipation of the Fed-
eral grant to settle such men? 4, In view of
what is being paid to earetakers at present,

[ASSEMBLY.]

could not those cavetakers be given an in-
centive to work by the acquisition of such
blocks by an arrangement as outlined in
Question 32

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
veplied: 1, The Government have no know-
ledge of what is being done in the States
mentioned other than has already been tried
in this State. 2, Not considered necessary
at present. 3,743 men are at present em-
plored on reconditioning, and additional men
will be so placed when considered necessary.
If and when a Federal grant is made avail-
able, the Government will give attention to
using it to the best possible advantage. 4,
Answered by No. 3.

QUESTION—STATE FERRIES.
Repairs and Boat Hive,

My. CROSS asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What was the cost of repairs te
hoats employed in the Sonth Perth ferry
service for the year ended 30th June, 1934%
2, What was the cost of Liring hoats to take
the place of ferry hoats under repair for
the same period?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, £1,200. 2, £180.

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT (ES-
TATE AND SUCCESSION DUTIES)
AMENDMENT.

Report of Commitice adopted.

AGRICULTURAL BANK ROYAL
COMMMISSION.

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon,
AL 1. Trov—Monnt AMagnet) [4.35]: I
move—

That go much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as to cnable u motion dealing with
the consideration of the report of the Royal
Commmission appointed to inquire into the
operations of the Agricultural Bank, f{o be
taken into eonsideration at this sitting.

Question put.

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 have coonted the
House, and there is an absolute majority
present,

Question passed.



